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TUESDAY 12/30 Paul in Philippi

Acts 16:6—-15
e Ever made plans that God completely redirected?
e You were sure / following His will—your steps carefully prayed
over—only to have doors close in ways you didn’t understand?
e Exactly what happened to apostle Paul during his second
missionary journey
e Paul /Silas / Timothy = moving across Asia Minor
e Preaching /strengthening the churches
e Everything seemed to be going according to plan—until
suddenly, Acts 16:6 “they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
preach the word in Asia”
e Think about that = Preaching is good! Evangelizing is good!
e Yet, God closed door = blocked their path
e Holy Spirit / not rejecting their mission—He was redirecting it
e Detour w/ Divine Purpose = bigger than their perspective
Acts 16:9 °And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us.”
e Immediately obeyed / set sail from Troas across Aegean Sea
landed in Neapolis / stepping for first time onto European soil
e Gospel crossed continent— course of history / about to change
e Paul not only Spirit-filled =practiced strategic obedience
o Didn’t linger in Neapolis = he /his team—Silas / Timothy
/and Luke, who joined them at Troas—headed inland to
Philippi, “the chief city of that part of Macedonia.”
e Philippi = not just another city = Roman colony
o Granted elite status = of lus Italicum.
e Meant its citizens = had same rights as those in Rome itself
e exemption from certain taxes / automatic Roman citizenship
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Culturally / politically / commercially = gateway city

o Vital link along the Via Egnatia = great Roman road that

connected Rome to the East

H.Spirit = thinking far beyond Philippi when he sent Paul there
God was planting = beachhead for gospel in Europe
From which message could travel to Amphipolis / Apollonia/
Thessalonica /Berea Acts 17:1, 10 = and eventually to Rome itself
God always sees farther /than we do
When He closes / door = not rejection / it’s redirection
May block our Asia = because He’s preparing our Macedonia
Arriving = learned very few Jewish men in Philippi

o No synagogue = but there’s = prayer group by riverside

o So on next Sabbath = headed to river
Acts 16:14 Met Lydia = businesswoman from Thyatira, “a seller
of purple” = Wealthy / influential / spiritually hungry

o “the Lord opened her heart” = as Paul shared

= Good news about Jesus = Riverside Revival

o She / her entire household = were baptized
Woman who traded purple cloth —color of royalty—

o now clothed in righteousness of Christ = King of kings
Lydia became one of first converts in Europe

o Strong supporter of Paul’s ministry
God opened = new chapter in gospel history
Obedience to God = sometimes brings opposition / persecution

o Paul / Silas arrested / beaten / thrown into prison

o From human perspective / hardly looked like success

Acts 9:16 when Jesus called Paul, He said, “I will show him how
many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

e Paul’s suffering not punishment = partnership w/ Christ

e His trials were not obstacle / gospel

o Actually = very means by which / gospel spread
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Even in that dark dungeon = God was at work

o At midnight = Paul / Silas = prayed / sang hymns
Earthquake shook prison foundations = doors flew open

o chains fell off = jailer ready to end his own life
Acts 16:28 Paul called w/loud voice “Do yourself no harm —
we are all here”
Jailer fell before them trembling, Acts 16:30 cried out, “What
must | do to be saved?” That night, he / his entire household =
believed/ were baptized
Two households—Lydia’s / jailer's—became founding members
of Philippian church
From closed door to Asia = gospel was moving exactly where
God intended in Europe
Holy Spirit still guides us = thru victories / prisons alike
There are people whose hearts can only be reached

o Thru your perseverance / in hardship

o Thru grace you reflect / under pressure

O peace you carry in pain / hope you cling to in uncertainty
Persecution = can become = platform for witness
Paul / Silas’ chains became testimony = their midnight songs

o became an altar of praise = that shook a city
Years later / when Paul wrote to Philippians from another
prison cell in Rome = he called them his “joy and crown”
That little congregation / born from riverside prayer meeting
and midnight earthquake had become one of his strongest
supporters in ministry
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CONCLUDING THOUGHT:

What looks like delay = may be Divine timing
What feels like detour = may be Divine strategy
Like Paul = keep moving / listening / keep trusting
When Holy Spirit says no = it’s because there’s = greater yes
waiting on / other side of obedience
So don’t lose heart when God REDIRECTS your route
Every closed door = call to listen more closely
Every trial = classroom for trust
When Holy Spirit closes one door = it’s not rejection
it’s redirection toward = greater harvest
God knows your “Philippi”

o Place where your obedience will bear / most fruit



