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Lesson 5 July 26-August 1 2025

Passover

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Exod. 11:1-10, Mic. 6:8, Exod. 12:1-30, 1 Cor. 5:7,
Exod. 13:14-16, Heb. 11:28.

Memory Text: “ ‘And it shall be, when your children say to you, “What do you
mean by this service?” that you shall say, “It is the Passover sacrifice of the
LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He
struck the Egyptians and delivered our households’ ” (Exodus 12:26, 27,
NKJV).
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WEDNESDAY July 30

Passing the Torch

The psalmist states how our children can know God and His loving care: “One
generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts”
(Ps. 145:4, ESV). One family should speak to another family about God, about His
marvelous deeds, and about His teachings, all in order to pass biblical knowledge on
to another generation.

Read Exodus 12:24-28. What important point was being made here?

Exodus 12:24-28 24 And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you
and your sons forever.

>>> This is clearly a message to the parents. They were to pass on
the torch by teaching their children of the goodness of God.

Sons= H1121 (Strong) )2 bén bane: sons, children

Exodus 12:24-28 25 It will come to pass when you come to the land which the
Lord will give you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service.

26 And it shall be, when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this
service?’

27 that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the Lord, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and
delivered our households.”” So the people bowed their heads and worshiped.

28 Then the children of Israel went away and did so; just as the Lord had
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.
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Parents were the first teachers in Israel and were to recount the story of
the Exodus to their children. It was not to be told as a past historical event only,
but to be presented as their own experience, even though it happened a long
time ago. By celebrating this festival, they were to identify with their forefathers,
and the history was to be relived and actualized. The father would say: “l was in
Egypt, | saw the defeat of the Egyptian gods and the plagues on Egypt, and |
was set free.” In the book of Exodus, it is twice underlined how parents should

answer their children’s questions regarding the Passover (see Deut. 6:6-8 and
Exodus 13:14-16).

Exodus 13:14-16 14 So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come,
saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the Lord
brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the
Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all males that open the womb,
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’

16 It shall be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes, for by
strength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.”

bind them as a sign on your hand

Deuteronomy 6:6-8 6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in
your heart.

7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up.

8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes.

>> bind them
>> sign on your hand,

>> as frontlets:
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Deuteronomy 6:9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and
on your gates.

It is worthwhile to notice that the Israelites were still in Egypt when
told to celebrate their liberation from Egypt. The whole celebration, then,
was an act of faith. After receiving their directions, “the people bowed down
and worshiped” (Exod. 12:27, NIV) their Redeemer, and then they followed the
Passover instructions.

In the book of Deuteronomy, the Israelites is reminded to tell their story in such
a way that they can internalize it as their own journey. Notice the collective tone
of this account as well as the stress on the present experience: ” ‘My father was
a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and
lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the
Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, subjecting us to harsh labor. Then
we cried out to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, and the LORD heard our
voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with
signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land
flowing with milk and honey’ ” (Deut. 26:5-9, NIV).

Also, by recounting and retelling the story of Passover (or any events in
sacred history) to their children, parents would be greatly helped in
remembering what God had done for them and for the people. Telling it was as
much for the speaker as for the hearers.
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Additional Notes

“And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and
the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded you? Then
thou shalt say unto thy son, ... The Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear
the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is at this
day.” Verses 20-24. MH 283.3
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Had the Israelites obeyed the instruction they received, and profited by their
advantages, they would have been the world's object lesson of health and prosperity. If as
a people they had lived according to God's plan, they would have been preserved from
the diseases that afflicted other nations. Above any other people they would have
possessed physical strength and vigor of intellect. They would have been the mightiest
nation on the earth. God said: MH 283.4

“Thou shalt be blessed above all people.” Deuteronomy 7:14. MH 283.5

“The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be His peculiar people, as He hath promised
thee, and that thou shouldest keep all His commandments; and to make thee high above
all nations which He hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honor; and that thou
mayest be an holy people unto the Lord thy God, as He hath spoken.” Deuteronomy
26:18, 19. MH 284.1

“And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt
thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground,
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed
shall be thy basket and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed
shalt thou be when thou goest out.” Deuteronomy 28:2-6 MH 284.2
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