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Knowing the Son Is Knowing the Father

Throughout the Gospel of John, the apostle describes how Jesus, the Son, does activities that
point to the Father. Jesus explains who the Father is and shows what His relationship to our
world is. This is all in keeping with John 1:18, which says that He makes the Father known
(Greek exégeomai: to explain, interpret, exposit). Over and over Jesus does this. The word
Father (patér) appears 136 times in John and 18 times in 1-3 John, more than one-third of the
entire uses in the New Testament. The farewell discourse is one of the prime locations in the
Gospel where Jesus makes the Father known.

Jesus was the Father’s representative on earth, and He came to live out, in human flesh, the
Father’s will. In fact, Jesus said that in all things He sought to do the Father’s will, and not His
own (John 5:30). This may seem at first a startling statement, but it shows how totally
surrendered Jesus, as a human being, was to the Father.

Jesus said, too, that He had been sent by the Father to finish His work—the salvation of
humanity—and that the Father Himself bore witness to His work (John 5:36-38).

“THESE WORDS SPAKE JESUS, AND LIFTED UP HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND SAID,
FATHER, THE HOUR IS COME; GLORIFY THY SON, THAT THY SON ALSO MAY
GLORIFY THEE: AS THOU HAST GIVEN HIM POWER OVER ALL FLESH, THAT HE
SHOULD GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO AS MANY AS THOU HAST GIVEN HIM. AND THIS
IS LIFE ETERNAL, THAT THEY 1) MIGHT KNOW THEE THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND
JESUS CHRIST, WHOM THOU HAST SENT. 2) I HAVE GLORIFIED THEE ON THE
EARTH: I HAVE FINISHED THE WORK WHICH THOU GAVEST ME TO DO. AND
NOW, O FATHER, GLORIFY THOU ME WITH THINE OWN SELF WITH THE GLORY
WHICH 1 HAD WITH THEE BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. 3) I HAVE MANIFESTED
THY NAME UNTO THE MEN WHICH THOU GAVEST ME OUT OF THE WORLD:
THINE THEY WERE, AND THOU GAVEST THEM ME; AND THEY HAVE KEPT THY
WORD. 4) NOW THEY HAVE KNOWN THAT ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER THOU HAST
GIVEN ME ARE OF THEE. 5) FOR I HAVE GIVEN UNTO THEM THE WORDS WHICH
THOU GAVEST ME; AND THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEM, 6) AND HAVE KNOWN



SURELY THAT I CAME OUT FROM THEE, AND 7) THEY HAVE BELIEVED THAT
THOU DIDST SEND ME.”JOHN 17:1-8 KJV

LIFE ETERNAL IS TO KNOW GOD AND JESUS CHRIST WHOM HE HAS SENT.
CHRIST DECLARED HIS WORK FINISHED BY REPEATING NO LESS THAN 7
TIMES THAN HE HAD MADE THE FATHER KNOWN.

ROMANS 3:3,4 -

For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the
faith of God without effect?

God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is

written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and
mightest overcome when thou art judged.

o

THIS THEN CONFIRMS THE WORDS OF CHRIST IN
MATTHEW 7:21-23:

“NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME, LORD, LORD,
SHALL ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT HE THAT DOETH
THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. MANY WILL SAY TO ME IN
THAT DAY, LORD, LORD, HAVE WE NOT PROPHESIED IN THY NAME? AND IN
THY NAME HAVE CAST OUT DEVILS? AND IN THY NAME DONE MANY
WONDERFUL WORKS? AND THEN WILL I PROFESS UNTO THEM, I NEVER
KNEW YOU: DEPART FROM ME, YE THAT WORK INIQUITY.”

MATTHEW 7:21-23 KJV

Jesus proclaimed that the Father sent Him to serve as the only one through whom humanity may
come to the Father (John 6:40, 44). The Father wants people to have the eternal life found in
Jesus, who promises to raise them up in the resurrection.

What do the following texts teach us about Jesus and the Father’s relationship? John 7:16;
John 8:38; John 14:10, 23; John 15:1, 9, 10; John 16:27, 28; John 17:3.

“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not Mine, but His
that sent Me.”John 7:16 KJV

“I speak that which I have seen with My Father: and ye do that
which ye have seen with your father.”John 8:38 KJV
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“Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works. Jesus answered and said
unto him, If a man love Me, he will keep My words: and My Father
will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our abode
with him.” John 14:10, 23 KJV

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. As the Father
hath loved Me, so have I loved you: continue ye in My love. If ye
keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as I have
kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love.” John 15:1,
9-10.

“for the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have loved Me, and
have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the
Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go
to the Father.” John 16:27; 28 KJV

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” John 17:3 KJV

Jesus’ claims about His relationship to the Father are astonishing. He asserts that all of His
teachings are the teachings of the Father; that all He says He had personally heard from the
Father; that belief in Him is the same as belief in the Father; that both His very words and His
works are all of the Father; and that He and the Father are united in loving and working for the
salvation of humanity. What a powerful testimony to the closeness of Jesus to His Father in
heaven!

How would your life be changed if your thoughts and actions were fully an expression of
God’s will for your life? That is, how can we better live out what we know from Jesus is

God’s will for our lives?
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