Lesson 12: Hail, King of the Jews!
Monday, September 16, 2024
Ryan Day

Read Mark 15:15-20. What did the soldiers do to Jesus, and what is its
significance?

1550 Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them;
and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to

be crucified.’® Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall

called Praetorium, and they called together the whole

garrison. ¥ And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a
crown of thorns, put it on His head, ¥ and began to salute Him, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” ¥ Then they struck Him on the head with a reed
and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him. 2° And
when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His
own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.—Mark 15:15-20

Roman Flogging

The Romans utilized a severe form of beating to prepare prisoners for
execution. The victim was stripped of his clothes, tied to a pole, and then lashed
with leather whips to which pieces of bone, glass, stones, and nails were tied.

Flogging was a legal preliminary to every Roman execution, and only
women and Roman senators or soldiers (except in cases of desertion) were
exempt. The usual instrument was a short whip with several single or
braided leather thongs of variable lengths, in which small iron balls, sharp
pieces of sheep bones, glass, and various metals were tied at intervals. For
scourging, the man was stripped of his clothing, and his hands were tied to
an upright post. The back, buttocks, and legs were flogged either by two
soldiers (lictors) or by one who alternated positions. The severity of the
scourging depended on the disposition of the lictors and was intended to
weaken the victim to a state just short of collapse or death. As the Roman
soldiers repeatedly struck the victim’s back with full force, the iron balls



would cause deep contusions, and the leather thongs, sheep bones, and
glass would cut into the skin and subcutaneous tissues. Then, as the
flogging continued, the lacerations would tear into the underlying skeletal
muscles and produce quivering ribbons of bleeding flesh. Pain and blood
loss generally set the stage for circulatory shock. The extent of blood loss
may well have determined how long the victim would survive on the
cross. After the scourging, the soldiers often taunted their victim.—
BibleVerseStudy.com (Commentary on Acts 22:25)

3He is despised and rejected by men,

A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
4Surely He has borne our griefs

And carried our sorrows;

Yet we esteemed Him stricken,

Smitten by God, and afflicted.

>But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;

We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
”He was oppressed and He was afflicted,

Yet He opened not His mouth;

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,

So He opened not His mouth.—Isaiah 53:3-7

After Jesus was whipped, the soldiers tasked with His execution continued
His humiliation by clothing Him in a purple robe, placing a crown of thorns on His
head, and mocking Him as king of the Jews. The group of soldiers is called a
battalion, in this case anywhere from 200 to 600 men.

The irony in the scene is evident to the reader because Jesus really is the
King, and the mocking words of the soldiers proclaim this truth. The action of the



soldiers was a parody of how soldiers hailed the Roman emperor with the words,
“Hail, Caesar, Emperor!” Thus, there is an implicit comparison to the emperor.

The actions of the soldiers in mocking Jesus are “striking” His head with a
reed, “spitting” on Him, and “kneeling down” in mock homage. All three of these
actions are expressed in Greek with the imperfect tense. In this setting, this tense
has the idea of repetitive action. Thus, they kept on striking Him, kept on spitting
on Him, and kept on kneeling down in mock homage before Him. Jesus takes all of
this in silence, not responding at all.

The typical pattern of Roman execution by crucifixion involved having the
convicted person carry the cross naked to the place of execution. This pattern,
again, was to humiliate and shame the person completely before the community.

But the Jews abhorred public nakedness. Mark 15:20 notes that they
removed the purple cloak and put His own clothes back on Him. Thus, this
appears to be a concession that the Romans made to the Jews at that time and
place.

Think about all the irony here: their bowing and paying “homage” to Jesus
as King, all in mockery even though Jesus really was the King, not just of the Jews
but was their King, as well.

63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to
Him, “l put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the
Christ, the Son of God!” 4 Jesus said to him, “It is as you said.
Nevertheless, | say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of

Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds
of heaven.” —Matthew 26:63, 64

7Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him,
even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn
because of Him. Even so, Amen.—Revelation 1:7

11 Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who
sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war. 2 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew
except Himself. ¥ He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and



His name is called The Word of God. *And the armies in

heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white
horses. > Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. *® And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name
written:

KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.—Revelation 19:11-16

The world may mock Him now, but there is coming a day when
all will bow the knee and acknowledge Him as the true King and
Lord of Lords!!!

9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, °that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those
under the earth, *and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.—Philippians 2:9-11



