Text: Mark 13:19-23 — For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the

creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be. ° And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no

flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.

2L “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or, ‘Look, He is there!’ do not believe it. ’ For false christs
and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. ?> But take heed;
see, | have told you all things beforehand.

1. What are “those days”?

a. How far into the future

b. Both Jesus and Daniel (especially chapter 9) blended together the prophetic description of Jerusalem
with the experiences of God’s people in the distant future.

c. Jesus mercifully withholds from His disciples at that time a full picture of everything that will be
experienced by His followers, because it would overwhelm them.

d. BUTitis instructive for His future followers — to see that Jesus had His eye on them and saw a path
THROUGH persecution so long before.
e Those promises would be understood at the right time.

2. There was IMMEDIATE tribulation in the Christian era
a. First PHYSICAL persecution by the Jews
e Then by the Gentiles
® Intermittently by pagan Rome
b. Jesus had already directed the minds of His disciples to the prophecies of Daniel (vs.14)
e Daniel 7 / History / Little Horn / Papal power
e Daniel 7:25 —He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the
Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for
a time and times and half a time.
o 3.5years/ 1,260 days, 42 months = 1,260 years
538-1798 — persecution at hands of apostate church
Persecution of faithful followers of God’s Word was intense and thorough
If God did not intervene, “no FLESH would be saved...”

o O O O

NO WONDER these martyrs are pictured as crying out for divine justice — Revelation 6
e Parallel texts: 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 / Revelation 6:9-11 (the cry of the martyrs for divine justice in
the 5th seal) / Revelation 13:5-7
o Luke 21:22-24 - For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be
fulfilled. # But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those
days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people. ** And they will fall
by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be
trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

o Revelation 11:2 — But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for

it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two

months.




3. As promised, God intervened and cut that time short — for the sake of “the elect”
a. Using the Protestant Reformation
b. Made sharing faith easier — REGIONS and RULERS who were willing to allow differences of faith
c. RESULTING in different tactic USED by the great deceiver
e TROUBLE increases spiritually
e This is why Daniel 12:1 can say about the end times AFTER 1798 — “At that time Michael shall stand
up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people
shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book.
4. This time of Trouble is not brute physical manipulation
a. FALSE Prophets
e Didn’t say NO prophets. / Didn’t say IGNORE all prophets
® You are going to have to be Discriminating — Selective — Based on Scripture
e Joel 2:28-29 PREDICTED prophets
b. FALSE signs and wonders
Claims of spiritual enlightenment
Claims of being led by God
Claims of spiritual leadership
CUNNING / CAMOUFLAGED in Spiritual Language & Emotions
Submit EVERY emotion to Scripture

Christians at the time of the Laodicean Church need God'’s eyesalve (chastening) to help us SEE the
way God sees (Revelation 3:18)
5. “..I have told you these things beforehand.”

Joel 2:28-29 — “And it shall come to pass afterward that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. *° And also on My
menservants and on My maidservants | will pour out My Spirit in those days.

Desire of Ages, pp. 630-631

From the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ passed on rapidly to the greater event, the last link in the chain of
this earth's history,—the coming of the Son of God in majesty and glory. Between these two events, there lay
open to Christ's view long centuries of darkness, centuries for His church marked with blood and tears and
agony. Upon these scenes His disciples could not then endure to look, and Jesus passed them by with a brief
mention. “Then shall be great tribulation,” He said, “such as was not since the beginning of the world to this
time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for

the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.” For more than a thousand years such persecution as the world
had never before known was to come upon Christ's followers. Millions upon millions of His faithful witnesses

were to be slain. Had not God's hand been stretched out to preserve His people, all would have perished. “But
for the elect's sake,” He said, “those days shall be shortened.”

Now, in unmistakable language, our Lord speaks of His second coming, and He gives warning of dangers to
precede His advent to the world. “If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For
there shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, | have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto



you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
As one of the signs of Jerusalem's destruction, Christ had said, “Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many.” False prophets did rise, deceiving the people, and leading great numbers into the desert. Magicians and
sorcerers, claiming miraculous power, drew the people after them into the mountain solitudes. But this prophecy
was spoken also for the last days. This sign is given as a sign of the second advent. Even now false christs and
false prophets are showing signs and wonders to seduce His disciples. Do we not hear the cry, “Behold, He is in
the desert”? Have not thousands gone forth into the desert, hoping to find Christ? And from thousands of
gatherings where men profess to hold communion with departed spirits is not the call now heard, “Behold, He is
in the secret chambers”? This is the very claim that spiritism puts forth. But what says Christ? “Believe it not. For
as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be.”

The Saviour gives signs of His coming, and more than this, He fixes the time when the first of these signs shall
appear: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other”

At the close of the great papal persecution, Christ declared, the sun should be darkened, and the moon
should not give her light. Next, the stars should fall from heaven. And He says, “Learn a parable of the fig tree;
When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things, know that He is near, even at the doors.” Matthew 24:32, 33, margin.

Christ has given signs of His coming. He declares that we may know when He is near, even at the doors. He
says of those who see these signs, “This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” These signs
have appeared. Now we know of a surety that the Lord's coming is at hand. “Heaven and earth shall pass away,”
He says, “but My words shall not pass away.”

Great Controversy, p. 525.3

Innumerable are the erroneous doctrines and fanciful ideas that are obtaining among the churches of
Christendom. It is impossible to estimate the evil results of removing one of the landmarks fixed by the word of
God. Few who venture to do this stop with the rejection of a single truth. The majority continue to set aside one
after another of the principles of truth, until they become actual infidels.

Great Controversy, p. 561.1

Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the world. The foundation of his work was laid by
the assurance given to Eve in Eden: “Ye shall not surely die.” “In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4, 5. Little by little he has prepared the way
for his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism. He has not yet reached the full
accomplishment of his designs; but it will be reached in the last remnant of time. Says the prophet: “I saw three
unclean spirits like frogs; ... they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” Revelation 16:13,

14. Except those who are kept by the power of God, through faith in His word, the whole world will be swept into
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the ranks of this delusion. The people are fast being lulled to a fatal security, to be awakened only by the
outpouring of the wrath of God.

Great Controversy, pp. 624-625

Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in token of the power of
miracle-working demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole world, to
fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle against the government of
heaven. By these agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ
Himself, and claiming the title and worship which belong to the world's Redeemer. They will perform wonderful
miracles of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the
Scriptures.

As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. The church has long
professed to look to the Saviour's advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it
appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic
being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation.
Revelation 1:13-15. The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld.

The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: “Christ has come! Christ has come!” The people prostrate
themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon them, as Christ
blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle,
compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he
heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed the
Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed. He declares that those who
persist in keeping holy the seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them
with light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans who were deceived
by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is “the
great power of God.” Acts 8:10.

But the people of God will not be misled. The teachings of this false Christ are not in accordance with the
Scriptures. His blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his image, the very class upon
whom the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath shall be poured out.

And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's advent. The Saviour has
warned His people against deception upon this point, and has clearly foretold the manner of His second coming.
“There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.... Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the
desert; go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the
east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:24-27, 31;

25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming there is no possibility of counterfeiting. It will be

universally known—witnessed by the whole world.

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth
will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect
the deceiver in his disguise. To all the testing time will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian
will be revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His word that they would not yield to the
evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible,
prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their
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way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts
may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief.



