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The Millennium on Earth - THE REAL Y2K - SATAN IN PRISON  

 Revelation 19 ends with a dramatic portrayal of the return of Jesus and the 

destruction of the wicked. But the story is not over. Revelation 20 introduces us to 

a period lasting 1,000 years, known as the “millennium.” 

 Read Revelation 20:1-3. What is Satan’s fate when Jesus returns? 

”And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And 

he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast 

him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 

the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.“ Revelation 20:1-3 KJV 

”And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of 

demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.“ Revelation 18:2 

NASB1995 

 The imagery in Revelation 20:1-3 is symbolic. Satan is not literally bound 

with a chain and locked in a pit. For 1,000 years, he is confined to this desolate, 

depopulated earth, bound by the circumstances he himself has created. In 2 Peter 

2:4, we read that Satan and his angels were reserved for punishment by “chains of 

darkness.” Satan will be confined to the earth by a chain of circumstances, with no 

one to tempt. For 1,000 years, he will see the devastation, destruction, and 

disaster that his rebellion has created. 

 The Greek word translated “bottomless pit” is the same word from which we get 

our English word, abyss. It is also the same word used in the Septuagint, the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament, to describe the earth at Creation. “The earth was 

without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep” (Gen. 1:2, NKJV). 



In the Septuagint, the word “deep” here is the Greek word abyssos, “abyss.” It 

describes a desolate earth. The “bottomless pit” is not some subterranean cavern or 

some yawning chasm somewhere out there in the universe. Satan’s work of sin and 

destruction, along with the tremendous chaos preceding the Second Coming, has 

brought the earth back to a dark, disorganized mass like its condition at the 

beginning of creation.  

 Read Jeremiah 4:23-26, Jeremiah 25:33, and Isaiah 24:1, 3, 5. How do the 

biblical prophets describe this scene? 

”I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and 

they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills 

moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens 

were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the 

cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce 

anger.“ Jeremiah 4:23-26 KJV 

”Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside 

down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. The land shall be utterly 

emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. The earth also is 

defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, 

changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.“ Isaiah 24:1, 3, 5 KJV 

”And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto 

the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor 

buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.“ Jeremiah 25:33 KJV 



ADD REVELATION 18:2 - CAGE OR PRISON HOUSE OF EVIL - CONTEXT FINAL CALL AND PLAGUES 

OR JUDGMENTS OF GOD  

 The prophets here emphasize the catastrophic destruction at the second coming 

of Christ and that no person is left alive on earth during this thousand-year 

period. Satan and his evil angels are left to contemplate the havoc caused by his 

rebellion. The entire universe recognizes anew that the wages of sin is death. God 

deals with the sin problem so that it will never rise again (Nah. 1:9). There are 

three prime ways God does this. First, He reveals His limitless love, passionate 

desire, and relentless efforts to save all humanity. Second, He reveals His justice, 

fairness, and righteousness. Third, He allows the universe to see the ultimate 

results of sin and rebellion. 


